FBUA British Committee 
www.ufba-fbua.eu

Minutes of the meeting of the British Section Committee of the
www.google.com/a/ufba-fbua.net

Franco British Union of Architects held on Wednesday 23 November 2011
Username - members


at 6.30pm at the offices of Purcell Miller Tritton, Bermondsey, London
Password – lepompier



Present:

	Michael Morrison - Chair

(Vice President)
	 MM
	Johnny Devas

(Past President)
	JD

	Ralph Carpenter
	RC
	Derek Montefiore
	DM

	Howard Nash
	HN
	Charles Dorin
	CD

	David Le Lay
	DL-L
	Mark Potter
	MP

	Allan Baird
	AB
	
	


1
Apologies


Apologies had been received from the following committee members:


Andrew Arrol, Roger Keane, Cedric Mitchell, Charles McCallum, Anthony St Leger, Jean Symons, 


Tom Ryland

2
The Minutes of the Last Meeting


Minutes of the meeting held on 28 September 2011 were accepted as a true record of that meeting.

3
Matters Arising

3.1
Newsletters: MM and TR were still struggling with the newsletter distribution. It was generally agreed that it would make sense in the future to distribute the newsletters as hard copy at annual reunions where this was possible and then electronically to all members who had email and by hard copy to the (small) number of members who did not have email. Members who specifically wanted hard copy newsletters could then request them direct from the secretary. This should make the system cheaper, more efficient and generally simpler to administer.

MM/TR
3.2
The position with regard to Bertha Roake was clarified by HN. As she is an architect she should be encouraged to join the FBUA. In view of her long relationship with the Union any joining fee should be waived.

4
Education

4.1  
William Layzell was now well on the way to completing this study. It is hoped that he will be able to make a brief presentation as a part of the Joint Committee programme in March.

4.2
RC had made contact with the current French Bursar who had expressed a desire to go to Glasgow. This seemed to be an odd location to choose given the early history of silk weaving in London, Norwich and Derby and the current silk production in Sudbury in Suffolk. This perhaps merits some further discussion.
RC

4.3
JD will be contacting the schools of architecture early in the New Year to start the process of selecting the next British bursary.
JD

5
Finance
5.1
As CM was not at the meeting there was no formal report on the current financial position, though this is unlikely to have changed since the last report.

5.2
It was thought that there may well have been a small surplus on the cost paid by British Members for the Le Havre Reunion. It was suggested this be put on the agenda for the next meeting when CM is present.
TR


6
Membership
6.1
There were no new members to report. 

6.2
HN pointed out that there is still a vacancy for another member (who has not been through the chair) to join the committee and all members were asked to consider who might be invited to join.
ALL

7
Website
7.1
Graphics for the new website were available and were circulated. It was generally agreed that these looked excellent.

7.2
JD reported that the new website should be going live in the immediate future. Thanks were due to Elaine Yeung who has done a splendid job in pulling all the information together. Elaine needs to get the details from David Campion to take control of the website and this will enable the current website to be closed and the new one to be launched.
JD
7.3
JD reported that the French Section were in the process of updating the Trombinoscope. It was hoped that up to date details can be posted on the new website when it opens.
JD
8
Forthcoming Events
8.1
The Joint Committee meeting in Paris had included a visit to the Opera Comique to see the temporary theatre which is being constructed in the courtyard to allow the opera to continue to perform when the main theatre is closed for major refurbishment. On Friday evening there was an auction of members’ artwork. The British works had been collected up by Derek Montefiore who had organised their delivery to Paris. The auction was a success with something over half of the lots sold and raising something in the order of £4,000. There were some 50 lots unsold which may be auctioned at a later date.

It was agreed that:

· It would be better to hold an auction when there were more members present (possibly at a Reunion).

· That there should not be a repeat of the auction for at least two years.

· That too many pictures had been entered into the auction and perhaps half the number would have been more appropriate.


The committee meeting was held on the Saturday morning in the very splendid surroundings of the Académie d’Architecture in the Place des Vosges.

8.2
MM reported on his proposals for the Joint Committee in March 2012 and was reminded of the need to hold a cocktail party for members on the Friday evening.  MM reported that the current proposals at St Paul’s (Occupy London) were making it difficult to agree anything with the Cathedral and that he was now thinking of Christ Church Spitalfields and Greenwich as suitable locations. 
MM
9.0 
Any Other Business

9.1  
There was no other business.

10.0 
Dates of next meeting and future meetings

10.1  

The next meeting will be at 6.30pm on Wednesday 22 February at Bermondsey Square (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE).

10.2 The proposed future ordinary committee dates will be:

Wednesday 18 April 2012


Wednesday 27 June 2012

Wednesday 19 September 2012


Wednesday 21 November 2012

10.3 The Joint Committee dates are:


Friday 23 – Saturday 24 March 2012 – in London


Friday 26 – Saturday 27 October 2012 – in Paris

10.4
The Annual Reunion will be in Norwich on 17 – 20 May 2012.

Michael Morrison

03 January 2012
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